History of the St. Andrew's Society of Detroit: 188 to 2000
By Fred Dunbar Wessells

[This history was heavily edited by James Schutidy 2011 to include on the “Footprints” Family
Genealogy web site. Mentions of William and GretZCMe are highlighted in yellow. Elizabeth Schudirel
Janet McCrie patrticipated and won medals in thewmiiHighland dances and Jimmy McCrie was a highland
piper. Some of my fondest childhood memories iedind Bob-Lo boat rides (the live band and danoerfl

and the hot, loud throbbing of the engine room) dags spent at Bob-Lo attending the Highland Gafaed
finding pennies in the sawdust game and ridingatinesement rides)James SchutZe

The Founding

"For the relief of the indigent and unfortunateoof Countrymen, and for the promotion of harmong good
feeling amongst ourselves, we the undersigned Bomo and Descendants of Scotchmen, with Benevolence
for our motto, do unite ourselves into a Societg agree to abide by the following Constitution lué St.
Andrew's Society of Detroit."

With this preamble, the St. Andrew's Society ofrDetwas formed by 35 men on November 30, 1849.

Similar societies already had been founded in Beélfzhia, Boston and New York, led by the great nends
Scots who emigrated to the mid-Atlantic states.iBuihe 1800s, faced with oppression, religiouslarance
and prospects of a better economy in the U.S. sSmitinued to emigrate but now were moving int® th
midwest. Detroit, founded in 1701, was an estabtistity with growing industrial roots, even beftie
automotive industry took it over in the early 1900B8e appeal of reasonably civilized prosperitydreg large
and strong Scottish community that continues tevgand flourish to this day.

In the early days, meetings were held three or fiougs a year, usually in the homes or businesseembers.
During the 1850s, new members first began givirgesd of origin other than Scotland, including Meatr
Port Sarnia and Detroit, although the majorityref #09 members initiated through 1893 were front|&aa.
From 1864 to 1894, the membership register incluedipations, and the Society was rich with stotiers)
boilermakers, bookkeepers, carpenters, machitiisssniths, clerks, grocers and blacksmiths. Forgidned of
the Society, there were several physicians andtigaealers and one undertaker.

The Early Years

By the end of 1860, 98 members had been initidited.Scottish community in that day was a very sjrand
close-knit group, and as the concept of a Scolestevolent Society slowly unfolded, more men beggoin.

The list of various occupations is a fascinatingklat the time period: dyer, intelligence officarachinist,
boilermaker, grocer, saloonkeeper, painter, ropkemaastor, blacksmith, laborer, land dealer, Beeker,
ship carpenter, wood dealer, lawyer, carpentertaifat. Besides the great number of self-owned camgs,
two of the largest employers at the time were thehlidan Central Railroad and the Detroit and Milkee
Railroad. As the Society grew, its members begakihg for more desirable quarters. It appearsitise f
permanent location was the southwest corner of \Waodl Avenue and State Street. Formerly the Cehtrél
Church, in 1866 it was rebuilt for commercial puses. The Society took over the third floor, whigitéime St.
Andrew's Hall from 1867 until 1883 when the builgiwas demolished. That site later housed the Bjebie
Company.

Members came from every part of Scotland and repted virtually every trade. From the beginning, th
Society was a very egalitarian organization, cdimgiof members who were tradesmen, businessmen and
professionals in every field. The only common bowese those that still exist today: Scottish bottheritage,
a belief in God and the desire to serve as a meofteebenevolent society.

Late 19» Century

Late in 1883, the Society moved to the Masonic Hatlated on Jefferson Avenue immediately eastellsy.
In the early 1890s, the Society moved to the MeBfdck, which extended from Jefferson to Larnediom east
side of Woodward Avenue, the present site of thg-County Building. In 1895 or 1896, the Societyvad to



12 Woodward Avenue, an eight-story building, nowndéshed, that was the home of the Detroit United
Railway.

Around 1900, the Society met at what was 44 GramdrRAvenue, the northwest corner of Grand Rivet an
Times Square, then known as Park Place. The Sauéstymoved to what was then 95 Fort Street WdsiGhw
was on the south side of Fort Street between WagdeCass. By this time, however, the Society waiining
to grow in numbers and permanent housing becanssae.

When you read the history of the members itselfi gan almost feel the industrial revolution unfolylbefore
you during this time period. The membership stiltitan abundance of tradesmen, but from the midsL&80
1900 you start to see more professionals, more rembvolved with the fledgling transportation isthy,
photographers, more proprietors and the like. Ttherahing that is most noted is how close the t&tot
community was in those days. Of course, Detroinhidsbgun to expand too much past the downtown, @&@a
many members lived together in various boardingskewscattered through the immediate area.

During the latter part of the h@entury the Detroit Street Railway became motoriz#idwing individuals to
live farther away from center city and take thdlésobetween work and home.

The Society Enters the 20 Century

The great industrial changes that occurred indityswere just about to manifest themselves, tugidetroit
into the automotive capital of the world. Name# &imous today dotted the Detroit landscape akiine of the
19ncentury and into the first decades of the.20

Ransom Eli Olds produced his first automobile i®3.8nd was making cars long before Henry Ford aozgdn
his company. Henry Leland began making transmissionRansom Olds in 1899, and the 1901 curved dash
runabout was hugely popular. The car was made famtien driven to the second annual New York Auto
Show, after which it became the most famous autdmabAmerica. With 3,300 orders in 1902, the
Oldsmobile became the world’s best-selling car thedirst to go into mass production. Engines har tar
continued to be developed by Leland as well aPtbdge brothers. Leland eventually created the @adihnd
other names entered the scene, including DavidkBand Louis Chevrolet.

Henry Ford built his first car in June 1896, andl8@9 had built two more cars. He and five othgestors
started the Detroit Automobile Company in 1899, ibatosed on February 1, 1901. He then startedHemary

Ford Company, on November 30, 1901, with five othgestors, but was soon forced out of the company—
which was reorganized by Henry Leland into the TaaciAutomobile Company. On October 15, 1902, Ford’
999 Racers set a new American speed record ofifaigr 60 miles per hour. Earlier, on August 10,2190
Alexander Malcomson entered into a partnership wittd and formed the Ford and Malcomson Company Ltd
That led to additional investors and the incorgoraof the Ford Motor Company on June 16, 1903.

In the Society, this was the beginning of an irdeng phenomenon. Henry Ford had manipulated hysimta
the forefront of automotive history by now; his guation line brought thousands of men and theiilfamto
this area, and a large number of those men joime&obciety. To this day, 1903 still ranks as thar ye which
the greatest number of members was initiated h@dSociety. It appears the growing and influergizbttish
community in the city and Detroit's own “industrigvolution” attracted fellow Scottish emigrantsayvlas we
have seen, were quite knowledgeable in the trades.

By April 1906, 1,213 men had been initiated inte Bociety, almost double the number at the tuthef
century, a mere six years earlier. Silas Palmeodhiced a resolution calling for the appointmerd abmmittee
to search for a location appropriate for the Sgci®n August 3, 1907, the cornerstone was laidHerbuilding
known as St. Andrew's Hall, located at 431 Eastgess Street. The first meeting was held in the im@hon
January 18, 1908, at which time 1,411 men had egted into the Society. The cost of the land an
construction of the building was under $50,000,thatresulting new home was a thing of beauty.rgda
brownstone-type building, the main floor held a &bgllroom and stage and smaller meeting rooms. The
basement also had a large room that could be vs@dférmal entertaining, as well as several otlo@ms. On
the second floor was the Burns Room, which wastbtrior Society meetings and occasional meetirfgs o
groups to whom the hall was periodically rented.



Clearly, the membership of the Society wanted edgthuilding, in a good area of downtown, that vebsérve
all their meeting purposes and last for many yeans. it did just that. From 1908 until the buildimgs sold in
1994, it was the home of the Society, rented owatmus ethnic, labor and political organizatidémistheir
meetings and used for the Society’s regular megtisgwvell as all its major social events. The Blbimners or
St. Andrew’s Day Dinners were held in the maintaalin, which could accommodate several hundred sliner
However, demographic changes in the city brougbugh situation in the late 1980s whereby the $pcie
member rolls declined, possibly because membelsnger felt safe coming downtown. The building vsatd
in 1994, just a few years before the General MaBimgoration relocated its corporate headquartassa the
street.

The first Highland Games were held in 1850, markhey 156 Annual Highland Games in August 1999. The
St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit Annual Highland Gasrare the oldest, continually presented Highlaaoh&s
in the western hemisphere. The earliest detailedégSaecords are for the Games held on August 104,19
held at Bois Blanc Park (Bob-Lo Island). The DdtrBelle Isle and Windsor Ferry Company, which oftéthe
steamer®leasure Promise SapphoGarlandandFortung reported that 1,583 adult tickets and 242 childre
tickets were sold for that day’s event.

The Society also began to see a change in memblkegroainds. A considerable number of Scots had etsdr
to Canada and then chose to move to Detroit wheadtomotive industry began to boom.

Post-World War Il

One organization that was extremely active andgelpart of the Society was the Ladies AuxiliarguRded in
1910 as both a social group and, literally, an learyigroup to help the Society itself, its membierst
regularly. The Auxiliary held separate fundraisswgnts, helped with the Games and other major §ocie
events, gave out their own benevolences, helpddmaéinaging the Hall and hosted receptions afteie§oc
meetings.

The Auxiliary was a major force in the Society, areded members included Mrs. John Henry, Mrs. Biski
Mrs. Campbell, Mrs. William Henry and many othen@n the early years. Later on, the Auxiliary wagiea
for years by the hard work of Greta McCrie and Eaniurnbull, the latter of whom was elected an hano
member of the Society for her dedication and hastkvand who is still active in the Society todayiththe
admission of women into the Society itself begignim 1985, the need and desire for a Ladies Auyilia
essentially disappeared.

On January 7, 1952, Walter S. Rose (member 2409)jmitgated into the Society. Walter was a cuttender
by trade. Born on November 4, 1900, in Glasgowhdwame the Pipe Major of the St. Andrew’s Socidgpe P
Band. To this day, the band wears the Walter Res&fi in his honor.

The Modern Era

As the Society entered the 1980s, two things hagahefirst, members started to more enthusiastipaltgue
their own genealogical histories, a movement thatdnly grown stronger at the turn of the centlihjs
provides future genealogical researchers with dttve&information that was not previously publiet

Second, after a change in the Society’s Constitl&iddylaws, a major step was taken on June 3, 148&n
the Society initiated its first woman. After initiag 2,937 men into the organization, the admissifowomen
finally was permitted. As we enter thes2®ntury, there are still St. Andrew’s societieshia U.S. that do not
admit women to membership.

Noted Society Events

Benevolence has been the watchword of the Sodistg #s founding, and records show that relief was
extended wherever and whenever need was indicCBbedSt. Andrew’s Society of Detroit is the oldest
benevolent society in the state of Michigan. It wagural for those of Scottish birth to find thesy to St.
Andrew's, where, being worthy, their need was thlg measure of the aid granted. The zeal with whkiath
matters were handled became well known in the camitgnérom the Civil War era to World War Il to suem
extent that all applicants to the public authosithen found to be of Scottish birth or ancestigre referred
to the St. Andrew's Saociety.



From the founding of the Society in 1849, profaalized from the various events held over the yeave been
used to fund those benevolences. In the early ydarSociety was one of the leading benevolerdrorgtions
in Detroit. Early records indicate funds were ugetuy food, clothing, household goods and coahfordreds
of poor members, widows of members and other Stottimilies in need. After the founding of the Lexdi
Auxiliary in 1910, both the Society and Auxiliargld fundraising events and used the money for agpar
benevolent efforts, which became especially clititaing the Depression years.

The Society has always celebrated the anniverda®y. @éndrew's birth on November 30, with an eviesid as
close to the actual feast day as possible. At titress been a church service, other times a madesstrvance
at a Society meeting, often a banquet. One men®imbiquet was held on November 30, 1853, in thaglin
room of the Merchants Exchange Hotel, locatedastutheast corner of Griswold and Woodbridge tsiree
which was owned by John Moore, one of the Societganizers, and where the original Constitutiod an
Bylaws were written.

In the mid-1800s there was an increasingly strongement toward prohibition in the U.S. caused pritpé&y
large groups of Irish immigrants who learned whislas cheaper than beer and spent most of theiremeskin
drunken revelry with prostitution, gambling andetlsuch interests being rampant. Maine was thesfiate to
declare Prohibition, and Detroit was in the procggsassing similar legislation. Scots in Detroibk the
impending Prohibition by planning a banquet thatilddong be remembered. Twelve toasts were givertlaa
affair concluded at 3 a.m. with all participantsjog in the singing of "Auld Lang SyneThe Daily Advertiser
used four columns in reporting the event. As ib&at out, Prohibition in Detroit was indeed passed not until
May 15, 1855. And, as most Detroiters of today damagine, the law was completely ineffective; [D#&tbars
were opened again at the end of June 1855.

From the early days, the Society has observedittielby of Robert Burns by a concert or other eveaidl as
close to January 25 as possible. In the summerarf/gear, one day has been given to Scottish Gafees
many of the early years of the Society, the Gane®weld on Bob-Lo Island (Bois Blanc Island). tiop
times, the Games were held at Sugar Island, Gilesddickory Island, Belle Isle, Slocum's Island{mknown
as Elizabeth Park) and at Recreation Park, a batl @ John R and Brady Street near Harper Hospital

The Games of August 17, 1944, were billed as “Theatest Caledonian Games in the World.” Held on-Bob
Island Park, Games of this era focused on athdeiicpiping/dancing events. There were boys and gides,
from ages 6 to 15, and both the ladies race anthtties novelty. Other athletic events included1Be-yard
dash, running high jump, 56-pound weight, pole y¥d-pound shotput, quoits and the caber tosdhlbingl
events included the usual piping and dancing ewarttsday, but there also were competitions fot4okesssed
girl and boy in Highland costume.

On August 19, 1954, again at Bob-Lo, a beauty cintas added. Selection of the Tartan Queen offemtze
of a fall wardrobe valued at $150. The Games Cotem@dded the Irish Jig to the dancing competition.

Bob-Lo Island remained home to the Games untilatee1970s. In the last two decades at that sae&s
chairmen included William McCrie (1960). In thed&lt970s, the Games were moved to Historic Fort Wayn
located on the riverfront in southwest Detroit. @m&n of the various Fort Wayne Games included gl
McCrie (1981). We remained there until 1991. In29Be Games were moved to the Edsel & Eleanor Ford
House in Grosse Pointe Shores. The Society remainieé Ford House until 1996, when adult attendanc
exceeded 12,000, which forced the Society to finéw venue. The Society then moved to Greenmead, a
historical village located in Livonia, which is tiearrent Games home.

The modern Highland Games now attract a much lagdience and typically include nearly 20 pipe lsand
more than 200 individual pipers and drummers, se@tecompeting Highland dancers, professional and
amateur athletes competing in the Scottish heagytey40 Clans, 30 vendors, food and drink tents,
entertainment and a wide variety of exhibits, sashveavers, sheepdog herding, Highland cattlenaetments
and other related events. The welcoming ceremongaet is a colorful spectacle of massed bandsy colo
guards, honor guards and thousands of visitors.

Conclusion
It is believed the first St. Andrew's Society wagamized on this continent, rather than in Scotland



The St. Andrew's Society of Detroit is rich in bist with many current members being second-, third even
fourth-generation members. The original recorddhefSociety have been donated to the Burton Hestbri
Library in the Detroit Public Library. Those recerdre available to the public. Copies of the gergedl
history have been donated to the Odom Genealogioadry in Moultrie, Georgia, the Mormon Family Sela
Centers in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, and Salt leakity, Utah, the Newberry Library in Chicago, tiéen
County, Indiana, Library and Detroit’s Burton Histal Library. They may be perused at any of those
locations, of course, or purchased if you wish yown copy.

Three thousand, five hundred and twenty-five mahwaomen initiated through May 1998, and perhapstaro
200 since, have come together over the past 158 yatin only one common bond—Scottish birth or atige
Taken in the context of the major world events tiate occurred in this time span, as well as tblentelogical
advances and dramatic changes in our culture,ling its very certain. The St. Andrew’s Society @tiit

was founded with benevolence, patriotism and frétfens its bywords, and with benevolence as iteima
purpose. Whether in 1850 or in 2001, the Societydhaays been there for Scots in need and for local
charitable organizations.

© 2001
Fred Dunbar Wessells
blackdog@mcfreditor.com

[Original article is available at http://detroitscots.coddcuments/history.pdf.]

[The following tale was extracted from the middieree above history. It was moved here becausedsilt pertain to the
history of the Society, but it does illuminate tharacter of some of its members.]

Judge David Cooper Vokes was born in 1905 in Detiod was a judge in the Detroit Common Pleas Coiart
was involved in running innumerable Highland Garmmed other events. He still attends an occasioreitev
when health permits, but has brought us many, rfamy memories of his years in service to the aitg the
Society.

Fortunately, he shared many of his memories wighSciety during the 1990s. Reprinted below is piat
speech he gave to the St. Andrew’s Masonic Loddgaaifilton, Ontario, Canada, on January 26, 1972;twh
will convey an impression of David Vokes.

The Immortal Memory of Robert Burns
By Judge David Cooper Vokes

It is with great trepidation that | stand here gitiibefore this august body to speak to you about
the immortal memory of Robert Burns. Yet, it islwé deep sense of gratitude that | accept this
opportunity to break bread with you and to liveiadar a little while some of the great moments
of the immortal bard.

Robert Burns was born 213 years ago about two edath of Ayr in the neighborhood of
Alloway Kirk and the Bridge of Doon in a clay cagconstructed by his father. A week after his
birth, the cottage was demolished by a violent wardl Burns and his mother were carried to the
shelter of a neighbor’s dwelling. The most remat&dbature of his life and death is that which
came later, the endurability of his timeless vekis.songs and poems will live forever. Here is a
man, a rustic poet, who lived only a little morarttfour months past his @Birthday, but he
crowded into that short span a lifetime of actiitypassed by no centurian.

| have been going to banquets for over half a egnaind | will now burden your ears with a
sampling of Sandy and MacTavish as portrayed byymspeakers of various and sometimes
doubtful ancestry and lineage. | am certain yokrdiw the Scotch cure for seasickness is to hold a
half-crown between your teeth. And | know you muste heard of Sandy who discharged his
doctor for prescribing 25 cents worth of castorfailthe son who had swallowed a penny.

The opening line of a suitor's conversation witbraspective father-in-law is, “Mr. MacGregor, |
think | have a proposition for you that can save gome money.” Then there was the salesman for



the Edinburgh concern who died right here in Hammiltand the manager of the hotel cabled his
firm for instructions. By return wire he receivedst message, “Search his pockets for orders and
mail back his samples.”

MaclIntosh took such long strides to save his $D@slthat he split his $20 trousers. And the
clicking noise in Stewart’s pocket turned out tohieold lady’s false teeth; she’'d been raiding the
refrigerator in his absence. The charity solictteive until it hurts?” MacDuff said, “The very idea
hurts.” When MacDonald’s son and heir ate a bomothballs, the old man made him sleep in the
clothes closet for a year.

A Scotsman had quite an altercation at the gakeea¥en but finally proved to the satisfaction of
St. Peter and his clerk that he had in his lifetimiee exercised himself in that noble virtue of
charity, once in the sum of 10 cents and the atheasion he squandered 15 cents to alleviate the
suffering of a hungry mother and her brood. Upalirect question by St. Peter to his clerk as to
the solution of whether this would allow the gemtéa access to the heavenly kingdom, the clerk
replied, “Give him back his 25 cents and tell hoargb to the other place.”

But let us return to the mainline. William Burnatter of the poet, was a farmer, and far from a
prosperous one. He married Agnes Brown in DecerhB®&Y, and Robert was their first born.
Burns’ father, though not overly successful, wamad man and a proud one, and concerned with
his family. When Robert Burns was six, he was seatschool at Alloway Hill. The teacher left,
however, and William Burns and some neighbors eagddr. John Murdoch to teach their
children, with the parents taking turns boardingtiltor. He taught reading, writing, spelling and
English grammar. Robert also came in contact witkréain old woman by the name of Betty
Davidson, who had the largest collection in thentguof tales and songs concerning devils,
ghosts, fairies and other folklore. Robert gleafnech her much material that was used’am
O’ShanterandAddresses to the Deil

When Mr. Murdoch left, the education of the Burasiily fell to the father, and he drilled them in
arithmetic. He secured books from a book society, acasionally Mr. Murdoch would stop in,
spend the night and leave a book to be read. BYigear, Robert had read a goodly number of
pieces of standard literature and was far froncthentry bumpkin or unlettered oaf that some have
pictured him. At 17 he went to dancing school atbddon and was never again quite the same.
One biographer wrote, “Here he first felt the swe#dtsociety and could assure himself of his
innate sense of superiority. His days were spewntirk, but the evenings were his own, and these
he seems to have spent almost entirely in swedithgan his own account or on that of others.

His brother tells us that he was almost constantlgve.

He decided to become a flax dresser, but fire dgstt the establishment and ended that venture.
He returned to farming. His friend John Rankinadirced him to St. Mary’s Lodge in Tarbolton,
and Robert became an enthusiastic Freemason.

In 1774, at age 15, he met Nelly Kilpatrick, dawgtdf the blacksmith, and to her afterward he
wrote his first song and first effort at rhyme, “@ce | loved a bonnie lass.” During this time he
was reading books belonging to others and alsdlipgilup a respectable little library. He was
beginning to write, especially verses to the chagmmaidens he admired so much. The oldest of
his printed pieces weiinter, A Dirge, The Death of Poor Mailedohn Barleycorrand three
songs: “It Was Upon a Lammas Night,” “Now Westlirindfs and Slaughtering Guns” and
“Beyond Yon Hills Where Strinchar Flows.”

In 1784 his father died, and he and his brotherkst a new farm. It was also when he met Jean
Armour—"Bonnie Jean.” By 1785 he was writing ineest, and in 1786 reached Edinburgh and
instantly became the lion of the season. His pogars published in August 1786 and were an
instant success. By 1787 he had brought out a desition.

| mention these early years to put the lie to theke have chronicled his life with a jaundiced and
untruthful eye. Burns was a great man as wellg®at poet. Principle Robertson of Edinburgh
declared, “I think Burns was one of the most exlaary men | ever met. His poetry surprised me



very much, his prose surprised me even more ancbhigersation surprised me more than his
poetry and prose." Eminent philosopher Dugald Stesad, “From his conversation | should have
pronounced him fitted to excel in whatever wallaofbition he had chosen to exert his abilities.”
The Duchess of Gordon said, “No man’s conversaiar carried me so completely off my feet.”

Alexander Findlater, supervisor of the Dumfries iIB&district, where Burns spent many years as
an exemplary employee, testified to Burns’ habigaddriety. Rev. James Gray, rector of Dumfries
Academy, wrote, “It came under my own view professily that he superintended the education
of his children with a degree of care | have nesgam surpassed by any parent whatever.”
Professor Frankly Snyder of Northwestern Universtiyarked, “One should remember the
amount of literary works burns accomplished at Digsf the excellent record he made in the
excise and the success with which he cared fdiahifly on an income that never exceeded 90
pounds a year. It is impossible to reconcile tlvefablic debauchee theory with these admitted
facts.”

In March 1787, Burns wrote to Mrs. Dunlop, “The afigtion of a Scottish bard is by far my
highest pride, to continue to deserve it my mosited ambition.” These statements are irrefutable
proof he knew he was placing limits on the apptemieof his poetry and songs by using the
Scottish Doric as the vehicle of his expressionchiese the Doric because he wished to be known
as a Scottish Bard. Ralph Waldo Emerson statedi8omade the Lowland Scotch a Doric dialect
of fame. It is the only example in history of agaage made classic by the genius of a single
man.” While Professor Chandler of the UniversityGbficago stated, “It was worth all the time and
trouble to master the entire Scottish dialect faghoroughly appreciate one of Burns’ poems.”

The universality of the message of Robert Burrmis of the outstanding wonders in the history of
the world. Burns was only out of Scotland onceigéntire lifetime, and then only for a few days.
When his Kilmarnock Edition was published in 1786 ,had never been more than 25 miles from
his birthplace. There were no paved or graveledsda Ayrshire, no means of transportation
except a heavy workhorse or two-wheeled cart.

Burns wrote of himself:

“I am nae poet, in a sense

But just a rhymer like by chance.

And hae to learning nae pretense,

Yet what the matter

Whene’er my muse does on me glance
I jingle at her.”



